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4th Grade Social Studies CRCT Multiple Choice Questions
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SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in North America. 
a. Locate where Native Americans settled with emphasis on the Arctic (Inuit), Northwest (Kwakiutl), Plateau (Nez Perce), Southwest (Hopi), Plains (Pawnee), and Southeast (Seminole). 

Which Native American Group is BEST known for settlements in cold areas like the Arctic?

A Inuit
B Hopi
C Pawnee
D Seminole
(correct answer A)
SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in North America. 
b. Describe how Native Americans used their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter. 

From what source did early Native Americans often obtain food, clothing, and shelter?

A from factories
B from their environment
C from England and France
D from other Native American groups
(correct answer B)
SS4H2 The student will describe European exploration in North America. 
a. Describe the reasons for, obstacles to, and accomplishments of the Spanish, French, and English explorations of John Cabot, Vasco Núñez de Balboa, Juan Ponce de León, Christopher Columbus, Henry Hudson, and Jacques Cartier. 

What was Christopher Columbus looking for when he set sail from Spain in 1492?

A a quicker route to India
B the shortest way to England
C the United States of America
D nothing, he just started sailing
(correct answer A)

Which award should be given to Henry Hudson?

A “1st to Sail Around The World”

B “Best Person To Discover a Route to India”

C “Most Likely To Explore Rivers and Bays”
D “Most Likely To Trade With South Americans”

(correct answer C)

SS4H2 The student will describe European exploration in North America. 
b. Describe examples of cooperation and conflict between Europeans and Native Americans. 

Use the items in the list below to answer question #___:

	· Spreading diseases

· Arguments over land rights

· Fighting over territory

· Stealing along trade routes


The items in the box above would MOST likely refer to which topic?

A reasons for the Boston Tea Party
B reasons to join John Cabot’s voyages
C weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
D conflict between Europeans and Native Americans
(correct answer D)

Which is an example of cooperation between Europeans and Native Americans?

A Europeans trading slaves with African countries
B Native Americans teaching Europeans how to farm
C Europeans passing along diseases to Native Americans
D Native American attempts to remove Europeans from their land
(correct answer B)
SS4H3 The student will explain the factors that shaped British colonial America. 
a. Compare and contrast life in the New England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern colonies. 

In which colonies was agriculture, especially cotton, the main focus of the economy?
A Southern 

B Western

C Mid-Atlantic

D New England

(correct answer A)

What is something the New England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern Colonies all had in common?

A they all relied on cotton farming for money

B they all had problems with Spanish invaders

C they all belonged to Great Britain at one point

D they all had about the same climate and weather

(correct answer C)
SS4H3 The student will explain the factors that shaped British colonial America. 
b. Describe colonial life in America as experienced by various people, including large landowners, farmers, artisans, women, indentured servants, slaves, and Native Americans. 

Which group of people were MOST LIKELY to enjoy colonial life?

A large landowners

B women and slaves
C Native Americans

D indentured servants

(correct answer A)

SS4H4 The student will explain the causes, events, and results of the American Revolution. 
a. Trace the events that shaped the revolutionary movement in America, including the French and Indian War, British Imperial Policy that led to the 1765 Stamp Act, the slogan “no taxation without representation,” the activities of the Sons of Liberty, and the Boston Tea Party. 

The phrase “no taxation without representation” relates to which historical event?

A The Civil War

B Westward expansion

C European exploration

D American independence

(correct answer D)

Use the following diagram to answer question #___:
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Which historical event could go in the center of the diagram above because it connects all the items?
A War of 1812
B Louisiana Purchase
C American Revolution
D Declaration of Independence
 (correct answer C)

SS4H4 The student will explain the causes, events, and results of the American Revolution. 
b. Explain the writing of the Declaration of Independence; include who wrote it, how it was written, why it was necessary, and how it was a response to tyranny and the abuse of power. 

Which purpose did the Declaration of Independence serve?

A set up the basic outline of the Government of the United States
B outlined the weaknesses found in the Articles of Confederation
C stated the reasons why England wanted to get rid of the Colonies
D explained reasons the colonies wanted to break away from England
(correct answer D)

Thomas Jefferson is MOST associated with which document?

A Bill of Rights

B Articles of Confederation

C Declaration of Independence

D Constitution of the United States

(correct answer C)

SS4H4 The student will explain the causes, events, and results of the American Revolution. 
c. Describe the major events of the American Revolution and explain the factors leading to American victory and British defeat; include the Battles of Lexington and Concord, Saratoga, and Yorktown. 

Which factor helped America defeat the British in the American Revolution?

A the British wore red coats
B the colonists were better trained
C the colonies had support from France
D the British did not want to keep the colonies
(correct answer C)

Use the list below to answer question #___:
	· A key British force surrendered

· Major turning point in American Revolution

· Convinced France to get involved for the Colonies


The items in the list above refer to which battle of the American Revolution?

A Saratoga
B Yorktown
C Concord
D Lexington
(correct answer A)
SS4H4 The student will explain the causes, events, and results of the American Revolution. 
d. Describe key individuals in the American Revolution with emphasis on King George III, George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Benedict Arnold, Patrick Henry, and John Adams. 

In what way was George Washington important to the American Revolution?

A He led the Boston Tea Party

B He commanded the colonial military

C He wrote the Declaration of Independence

D He wrote pamphlets about Independence
 (correct answer B)

Use the following list to answer question #___:
	· Gave speeches supporting Independence

· “Give me liberty or give me death”

· Led independence movement in Virginia


The list above BEST describes which person?

A Benjamin Franklin 
B Benedict Arnold

C Patrick Henry

D John Adams

(correct answer C)

SS4H5 The student will analyze the challenges faced by the new nation. 
a. Identify the weaknesses of the government established by the Articles of Confederation. 

Which was a major weakness of the Articles of Confederation?

A there was no national military
B slavery was prohibited by all colonies

C all colonies had to use the same currency

D the colonies were no longer independence

(correct answer A)
SS4H5 The student will analyze the challenges faced by the new nation. 
b. Identify the major leaders of the Constitutional Convention (James Madison and Benjamin Franklin) and describe the major issues they debated, including the rights of states, the Great Compromise, and slavery. 

	· Slavery

· State’s Rights

· Great Compromise


The items in the list above all directly relate to which historical event?
A the Suffrage Movement
B the Louisiana Purchase
C the Constitutional Convention
D the Declaration of Independence
(correct answer C)
SS4H5 The student will analyze the challenges faced by the new nation. 
c. Identify the three branches of the U. S. government as outlined by the Constitution, describe what they do, how they relate to each other (checks and balances and separation of power), and how they relate to the states. 

Which list correctly identifies the three branches of the U.S. Government?

A state, national, local
B legislative, executive, judicial

C New England, Mid-Atlantic, Southern

D checks and balances, separation of powers, federalism

(correct answer B)

SS4H5 The student will analyze the challenges faced by the new nation. 
d. Identify and explain the rights in the Bill of Rights, describe how the Bill of Rights places limits on the power of government, and explain the reasons for its inclusion in the Constitution in 1791. 

Why was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?

A to limit the power of government

B to expand the power of government

C to give all people the right to own property and to vote

D the framers forgot to add them at the Constitutional Convention

(correct answer A)
SS4H5 The student will analyze the challenges faced by the new nation. 
e. Describe the causes and events of the War of 1812; include the burning of the Capitol and the White House. 
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Which event, that connects the three statements above, should go in the center circle?

A Civil War
B War of 1812
C American Revolution
D French and Indian War
(correct answer B)
SS4H6 The student will explain westward expansion of America between 1801 and 1861. 
a. Describe territorial expansion with emphasis on the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis and Clark expedition, and the acquisitions of Texas (the Alamo and independence), Oregon (Oregon Trail), and California (Gold Rush and the development of mining towns). 

In which way was California important to the economy of the west in the 1800’s?
A Many merchants and shop owners moved there to make money from the gold-mining towns
B Lewis and Clark spent most of their time in California setting up cities and towns for settlement.
C The currency printed in California was the only currency in the United States that was worth anything.
D California was set up as the major destination of Native Americans and they created large trade settlements there.
(correct answer A)
SS4H6 The student will explain westward expansion of America between 1801 and 1861. 
b. Describe the impact of the steamboat, the steam locomotive, and the telegraph on life in America. 

Which was a result of the telegraph on life in America?

A Native Americans moved west
B people could relocate to new cities
C the government became more efficient
D information and news spread more quickly
(correct answer D)
SS4H6 The student will explain westward expansion of America between 1801 and 1861. 
c. Describe the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans. 

	 “A long time ago this land belonged to our fathers; but when I go up to the river I see camps of soldiers here on its bank. These soldiers cut down my timber; they kill my buffalo; and when I see that, my heart feels like bursting; I feel sorry.”

·  Santana, Kiowas Chief, 1867


According to the quote above, how did Native American’s feel about westward expansion?
A they were sad about the way the people were mis-using the land

B they were indifferent and only cared about having enough food to eat

C they wanted someone other than soldiers to move west and take the land

D they welcomed the change and were happy to have new customers for trade

(correct answer A)

SS4H7 The student will examine the main ideas of the abolitionist and suffrage movements. 
a. Discuss the biographies of Harriet Tubman and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton is best known for supporting which movement?
A women’s suffrage
B westward expansion
C Native American rights
D American independence
(correct answer A)
SS4H7 The student will examine the main ideas of the abolitionist and suffrage movements. 
b. Explain the significance of Sojourner Truth to the abolition and suffrage movements. 

Why was Sojourner Truth significant to the abolitionist movement?
A she started schools to teach former female slaves
B she was the most popular female opposed to abolition
C she raised awareness through powerful, memorable speeches
D she wrote the law that eventually became the Emancipation Proclamation
(correct answer C)

SS4G1 The student will be able to locate important physical and man-made features in the United States. 
a. Locate major physical features of the United States; include the Atlantic Coastal Plain, the Great Plains, the Continental Divide, the Great Basin, Death Valley, the Gulf of Mexico, the St. Lawrence River, and the Great Lakes. 

Use the following map to answer question #___:
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The circled area on the map above represents which physical feature of the United States?
A the Great Basin
B the Great Lakes
C the Great Plains
D the Great Rivers
(correct answer B)

Use the following map to answer question #___:
[image: image5.jpg]OCEAN

LEGEND

- National boundary
State boundary

kmQ0 126 250

mi0 125

=





The arrows on the map above are pointing to which physical feature of the United States?

A Gulf of Mexico
B Atlantic Ocean
C Continental Divide
D St. Lawrence River
(correct answer A)
SS4G1 The student will be able to locate important physical and man-made features in the United States. 
b. Locate major man-made features; include New York City, NY; Boston, MA; Philadelphia, PA; and the Erie Canal. 

Use the map below to answer question #___:
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The letter X on the map above represents which city?
A Boston
B Philadelphia
C Virginia Beach
D New York City
(correct answer D)

Use the map below to answer question #___:
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The letter X on the map above represents which city?

A Boston
B Philadelphia
C Virginia Beach
D New York City
(correct answer B)

SS4G2 The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems. 
a. Explain why each of the Native American groups (SS4H1a) occupied the areas they did, with emphasis on why some developed permanent villages and others did not. 

The Native American group known as the Nez Perce settled relied on buffalo for food and resources.  What affect did this have on where they lived?
A the Nez Perce lived as members of buffalo herds

B the Nez Perce were not able to establish any kind of villages

C villages were only semi-permanent and moved with the buffalo

D buffalo were eventually caged and retained in one area in the village

(correct answer C)

SS4G2 The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems. 
b. Describe how the early explorers (SS4H2a) adapted, or failed to adapt, to the various physical environments in which they traveled. 

Which skill was most useful for Henry Hudson in order to adapt to his environment?

A learning to navigate on water
B learning to drive a team of cattle
C building a boat from spare parts
D building a fort out of brick and stone
(correct answer A)
SS4G2 The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems. 
c. Explain how the physical geography of the New England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern colonies helped determine economic activities practiced therein. 

Why did the economies of the Southern colonies develop differently than the economies of the New England colonies?

A there were no major industries in the South
B the New England colonies had no natural resources
C the climate in the South allowed for more agriculture
D there were no slaves to do work in the New England colonies
(correct answer C)
SS4G2 The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems. 
d. Explain how each force (American and British) attempted to use the physical geography of each battle site to its benefit (SS4H4c). 

Use the following map of Yorktown to answer question #___:
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According to the map, why was Yorktown’s geography beneficial to the American and French forces?
A French ships were already on Wormely Creek

B Britain could not retreat because of the York River

C The American and French Forces were right next to each other

D There were large mountains in the area blocking British guns

(correct answer B)

SS4G2 The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems. 
e. Describe physical barriers that hindered and physical gateways that benefited territorial expansion from 1801 to 1861 (SS4H6a). 

Which physical feature made western exploration difficult in the early 1800s?
A the Great Plains

B the Hudson River

C the Atlantic Ocean

D the Rocky Mountains

(correct answer D)
SS4CG1 The student will describe the meaning of 
a. Natural rights as found in the Declaration of Independence (the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness). 

Which is NOT a “natural right” claimed by the Declaration of Independence?

A life
B liberty
C property
D pursuit of happiness
(correct answer C)
SS4CG1 The student will describe the meaning of 
b. “We the people” from the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution as a reflection of consent of the governed or popular sovereignty. 

Why is it important that the preamble to the Constitution begins with “We the People?”

A it means the people consent to be governed 
B there was no other way to start the document
C the Constitution was written by ordinary citizens
D it means the Constitution applies to people in other countries
(correct answer A)
SS4CG1 The student will describe the meaning of 
c. The federal system of government in the U.S. 

            LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT IN THE U.S.
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The diagram above represents which kind of government?

A federal
B popular
C confederate
D constitutional
(correct answer A)
SS4CG2 The student will explain the importance of freedom of expression as guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U. S. Constitution. 
Why was freedom of expression important to the writers of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution?

A it was the only reason for the American Revolution
B because England had encouraged free speech in the colonies
C so the citizens could state how they felt about the government
D to make it easier for the government to punish anti-British writers
(correct answer C)
SS4CG3 The student will describe the functions of government. 
a. Explain the process for making and enforcing laws. 

Which correctly explains the process for making and enforcing laws in the United States?

A Laws are made by the people and then enforced by Congress.
B Laws are made by Congress and then enforced by the President.
C Laws are made by the President and then enforced by the people.
D Laws are enforced by Congress and then re-written by the President.
(correct answer B)
SS4CG3 The student will describe the functions of government. 
b. Explain managing conflicts and protecting rights. 

The U.S. Government often struggles to balance two things they are supposed to do?

A taxation without representation
B managing conflicts while protecting rights
C provideing for defense and conquering the world
D collecting taxes while removing Native Americans
 (correct answer B)
SS4CG3 The student will describe the functions of government. 
c. Describe providing for the defense of the nation. 

Why does the United States government maintain an Army, Navy, and Air Force?

A to provide defense for the nation
B to make sure everyone has a job
C to make sure all tax money is spent
D to enforce the laws of the country
(correct answer A)
SS4CG3 The student will describe the functions of government. 
d. Explain limiting the power of people in authority. 

Which describes the Constitution’s role relating to the power of Government?

A the Constitution limits the Government’s power
B the Constitution is given power by the Government
C the Constitution does not affect Government’s power
D the Constitution gives the Government unlimited power
(correct answer A)
SS4CG3 The student will describe the functions of government. 
e. Explain the fiscal responsibility of government. 

Fiscal responsibility of the government involves which two things?

A trading with the British and voting
B saving money and building weapons
C collecting taxes and spending money
D exploring the world and fighting the British
(correct answer C)
SS4CG4 The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 
a. Explain the necessity of respecting the rights of others and promoting the common good. 

Why is it important to respect the rights of others?
A the government forces you to
B so they will respect your rights
C the British respected our rights
D because people do not know their rights
(correct answer B)
SS4CG4 The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 
b. Explain the necessity of obeying reasonable laws/rules voluntarily, and explain why it is important for citizens in a democratic society to participate in public (civic) life (staying informed, voting, volunteering, communicating with public officials). 

Why is it important for people to participate in government by voting and communicating with public officials?
A it is against the law not to participate in government or not vote
B by staying involved with government, no laws will ever be broken
C the government is supposed to operate with the consent of the people
D talking to elected officials is the only way to be involved with government
(correct answer C)
SS4CG5 The student will name positive character traits of key historical figures and government leaders (honesty, patriotism, courage, trustworthiness).
Ben Franklin volunteered many hours working on the Declaration of Independence and at the Constitutional Convention.  By giving up his personal time to do things that were good for the country he showed which character trait?
A power

B honesty

C patriotism

D trustworthiness

(correct answer C)

SS4E1 The student will use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, voluntary exchange, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events. 
a. Describe opportunity costs and their relationship to decision-making across time (such as decisions to send expeditions to North and South America). 

How does the concept of opportunity costs relate to Lewis and Clark?
A It cost the government a large amount of money for them to explore the west.

B Lewis and Clark did not run into opportunity costs because they had enough resources.

C Whenever Lewis was leading, it meant Clark could not observe or take notes on the surroundings.

D They chose certain routes to explore so that meant they gave up the opportunity to explore different routes.

(correct answer D)
SS4E1 The student will use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, voluntary exchange, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events. 
b. Explain how price incentives affect people’s behavior and choices (such as colonial decisions about what crops to grow and products to produce). 

Which factor would have the LARGEST impact on a colonist deciding which crops to grow?

A how much fun it was to grow the crops
B whether or not he thought the crops tasted good
C whether or not he could sell them at a high price
D how many times a day he would need to water them
(correct answer C)
SS4E1 The student will use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, voluntary exchange, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events. 
c. Describe how specialization improves standards of living (such as the differences in the economies in the New England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern colonies). 

Southern colonists spent a majority of their time harvesting crops and running their farms.  The northern colonists spent more time building ships and making goods like clothes and textiles.  Which term below describes this practice of spending time developing one type of skill?

A saving
B incentives
C federalism
D specialization
(correct answer D)
SS4E1 The student will use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, voluntary exchange, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events. 
d. Explain how voluntary exchange helps both buyers and sellers (such as prehistoric and colonial trade in North America). 

How does voluntary exchange help buyers of goods and services?

A they are able to force people to sell things
B they receive something they wanted or needed

C they get money for something they have to sell

D they get to pay taxes and support the government

(correct answer B)

SS4E1 The student will use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, voluntary exchange, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events. 
e. Describe how trade promotes economic activity (such as how trade between the colonies and England affected their economies). 

How did trade benefit England and the Colonies in the 1700’s?
A the colonies traded land for government leaders in England
B England received slaves and in return they paid the colonies tea and spices
C Only England benefitted from trade because the colonies had nothing to trade
D the colonies received money from England and England received resources and goods
(correct answer D)
SS4E1 The student will use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, voluntary exchange, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events. 
f. Give examples of technological advancements and their impact on business productivity during the development of the United States (such as the steamboat, the steam locomotive, and the telegraph). 

If a business needed to get information across the country quickly in the 1800’s, which invention would be the most productive for them to use?

A slaves

B telegraph

C steamboat

D steam locomotive

(correct answer B)

SS4E2 The student will identify the elements of a personal budget and explain why personal spending and saving decisions are important.
Jill wants a new dress that costs $30.  She currently has $15.  Which decision should Jill make in order to get the dress she wants?

A steal the dress
B save money until she has $30
C see if she can buy half the dress
D spend the $15 she has and start over
(correct answer B)
?











“no taxation without representation”








Stamp Act, Townsend Acts,


Intolerable Acts








End of French and Indian War








Boston Tea Party








Sons and Daughters of Liberty





?








Impressment


of American Sailors





Known as


“Mr. Madison’s


War”





Burning of the Capitol


and


 White House





Local








Local








Local








National








State








State








State





Local








Local








Local

















X





image1.png

New Hampshire

Vermont Maine
/Massachusetts
New York
\\Rhode Island
Connecticut
Pennsylvania
——New Jersey
W. Virginia ———Delaware

\ \Maryland

Virginia



















X





image1.png

New Hampshire

Vermont Maine
/Massachusetts
New York
\\Rhode Island
Connecticut
Pennsylvania
——New Jersey
W. Virginia ———Delaware

\ \Maryland

Virginia













